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Count;-  Council  Offices, 

Alton  Street, 

Ross-on-Wye . 

April  1941. 

To  the  Chair. .an  and  Members  of  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Hea,.oh  Services  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1939, 


The  Report  has  boon  altered  so  as 
Circulars  1961  and  2067  of  the  Ministry 
considered  as  an  interim  report. 


to  conform  to 
of  Health,  and  is  to  be 


For  their  valuable 


td  assistance  in  the  compilation  of  this 

Report  I  wisa  to  thank  Mr.H.W.Orme,  Clerk  to  the 
Mr. A. T. Thomas,  Accountant,  Mr, W, Park: 


council, 

_  „  - j „  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

?^Y-8P?  fdJr‘K;&*MiHf,  Rating  Officer,  I  am  also  much 
:*h  -  t0  x0%muCil  assistance  willingly  given  throughout 

yea" *  „  x  hays  al3°  to  acknowledge  the  help  and  support 
Council  has  continued  to  give  me. 

I  am,  Mr  *  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
four  obedi  en  b  S  o r v an t, „ 


which  the 


WILLIAM  HO GO, 


Medica!!  Officer,  of  Health. 


- ^msrics  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres )  -  499 

Registrar  ueneral 1 s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid  1939  (a)  3,255 

Und  of  1939)  accordins  to  Rate  *>**  -:^o 

->im3  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ■•••  £7C.  2,  9d 

_L . Vital  Statistics  of  the  year 

Total  Males  Pc-males 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 
illegitimate 
8 tillbirtha 


Birth  Fate  per  1,000  of  the 
36  IB  -.3  estimated  resident  population 
2  1  Rate  Per  1,000  total  (live  and 

t'  still)  births 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
24  23  estimated  resident  population 

'  crude 


11.7 
Nil 

15.8 

11.9 


Deaths  52 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (Factor  0.75) 

D(JeneLr°mshortPL^S)0!USeS  (HeadlnSs  39  30  0f  the  Registrar 

Hate  per  1,000  total 

Deaths  '  ‘  ‘ 

N  o  .29  -  P  m  .  p  era!  Sepsis 
No.oO  -■  Otaer  puerneral  causes 
Total 


(live  &  still)  births 


Ml 

Nil 

Ni: 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Death  -  .a  .0  01  infants  under  one  year  of.  ago  - 


nfants  per  1,000  live  births  79 

h)  7^  mf'wC  Giants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  83 
ij.legj.vima to  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (ail  ages) 
f(  ‘f  Measles  (all  ages; 

l  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages; 

Diarrhoea  ( under  2  years  ol  ago) 


6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


,iEQTJ.Qii i? _ GENIAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

Public  JSoalth  Officers 

.  J"  01  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  is 

given  on  Pago  1  of  this  Report. 

Laboratory  Fa o il ities 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  specimens 
enumined  at  vh- .  county  and  City  La.  0  or  a  t  ory ,  Hereford,  from  the 
District  during  the  year  - 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  20 
Swab s  for  Streptococci  7 
Sputa  17 
E ’fusion  1 
Water  - 

Chemi  cal  87 
Ba ct er; o] ogi cal  82 


214 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


SECTION  C% 


( 1 )  Water 


There  are  approximately  239  pr 
district,  the  number  of  houses  suppli 
one  up  to  five.  At  the  end  of  1939 9 
entire  supply  to  approximately  323  ho' 
remaining  105  wells  being  used  in  add 


ivabs  shallow  wells  in  the 
ed  by  each  well  varying  from 
j34  of  these  wells  formed  the 
uses.,  the  supply  from  the 
iv-Aon  oo  the  Town  Supply. 


During  the  year,  the  survey  of  these  wells  which  was 
commenced  in  1937  was  continued,  and  for  this  purpose  80  samples  cf 
water  from.  80  different  wells  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination*  The 
results  were  as  follows  - 


Number  of  wells  from  which  samples  were  examined  in  1939 
Number  of  such  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes 
Number  found  to  be  satisfactory 
Number  polluted  (as  percentage  of  total) 


80 

67 

13 

84$ 


The  above  results  represent  the  completion  of  the  survey  so 
far  as  those  wells  which  form  the  sole  scarce  of  supply  are  con¬ 
cerned*  The  total  results  since  the  commencement  of  the  survey 
are  as  follows  - 


Number  of  wells  from  which  samples  have  been  examined 
up  to  the  31st  December  1939  134 

Number  of  such  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  19 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  on  chemical  examination  27 
N  uTii  o  e  r  j.  c  •and  to  be  unsatisfactory  on  bacteriological 
examin  a t i on  25 

Number  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  on  both  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  63 


Following  on  these  results  informal  Notices  were  served  on 
the  owners  cf  the  premises  where  unsatisfactory  samples  had  been 
obtained;  and  as  a  result  of  this  action  many  of  the  wells  were 
cleaned  out,  but  subsequent  re-sampling  indicated  no  improvement  in 
the  majority  of  cases. 

In  a  small  number  of  cases  whore  some  slight  improvement,  was 
indicated,  this  was  subsequently  proved  by  further  sampling  to  be  of 
a  temporary  nature  only. 

During  the  year  two  of  the  dwelling  houses  affected  were 
connected  to  the  Town  Supply  and  fifteen,  further  applications  for  a 
piped  supply  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Six  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  from  various  points 
on  the  Town  Supply  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  as 
follows  - 


High  Pressure  System 


3rd  May  1939  From 

10th  May  1939  From 

8th  November  1939  From 
8th  November  1939  From 


tap  on  private  service. 

foot  of  Massington  pumping  main. 

tap  on  private  service. 

foot  of  Massington  pumping  main. 


Low  Pres sure  System 


3rd  May  1939  From  tap 

8th  November  1939  From  tap 


on  private 
on  ^rb"'io 


service , 
service . 


P.T.O, 


v,,,,  var;nLa5P;Simate?daily  co2*sumpt  I  cn  from  the  Town  Supply  *id 
,^u  vary  -~~n  the  previous  year,  and  was  as  follows  -  P 


O.V 

41  .->"'5 


domestic  purposes 
o frier  pur p o  s  e  s 


Tot  a' 


15-152  gallons 

12  ?? 

19,132 


through-1 rv-d  °i,i£J"uX!y  ln  “attaining  an  adequate  supply 

y  hi  ?-thoush  Previous  experience  has  shown  that 
::;f  :  *  “uf*lcie“*!  ?ar6i:a  to  allow  of  a  satisfactory  supply 

Uh~--  "  “  t‘‘ed  “tiroughout  a  dry  stumor.  Shortage  of  wate-  is  ^ 

®°w?.e1  «q?erienced  during  abnormally8^  seasons 

8^it3rw^r^ucSstSiidrt9  by  the  inoreasine  »**«  <* 


Prevented  tho  Council  from  taking  adequate 
d  ,r  :f  jhe  iarge  number  of  private  wells  which  are  new 

3  •  LJ  firi  .  n  .Q  n  »  i  O  r.cnT  •’  1 _ U_  •  i_  m  — 


s  ,  evj  s 

“Ip"~a''  0j'  QRa-in8  With  an  appreciable  taasbor  of  additional7srpplies 
,„_„,.?.obe5fs  wero  under  consideration  during  the  year  fo-* 

supply"6 to^be 

fhR  MalVS?n  Ul'ban  District  ^uLii  from 
to  be  Icco^tlf®?"0”0'3'  fcUt  thiS  8chM“  fcas  had 


O  \ 


}']£& '"nage  and  S cw,: . r- sg e • 


year,  *  he  at  ,  ie"-  important  extensions  of  sewers  during  tho 

T1  ’«**&  13  »7  land  irrigation  methods  and 
one^atf  4"  -  ^  ^-feVeF  ^noier*  every  effort  was  made  to 
oi'*sumst»rc»»  a  ™annrar’  aa  '- 3  possible  under  the 

.  1-oe;3  aud  30  as  «o  minimise  where  possible  any  nuisance. 

£*5 )  .xi  1  veh*  s  __a:.:?.-l  t  r earns 

jus  r,.  Further  Investigations  were  conducted  into  the  oondltim 
one  River  neadon  which  forms  the  southern  boundary  ol  the  district. 

which  we-e  5s8  C8a89d  as  a  result  of  improvements 

!  j  h  ,  ~e  rled  oa^  °°  che  Council's  refuse  tip.  This  t-rn 

cf'se  o'  .°f4anf  ??j.^ninf  fc?®  river'  has  lonS  been  a  contributory 
to'bl  oa  o  vn^!‘r  *7  °he  aaount  of  refuse  which  was  allowed 
soil  and  a  be^ef  onnt-ni  ‘  Covering  of  the  tip  banks  with 

removed' this  soti-ceSf*  Usance?  S“eral  Wcm“8  ot  the  tlp  has 
(  ” ;  Pub.l  1  o  Cl  san ; 

-Cr--£-  --  «».  »<iiB«*.iJ«.;ann-lKWWWi 

,  As  referred  to  in  sub-section-  '3' 
censxdsr-abiy  improved  by  better  methods' 
f*13  P~o vision  of  a  covering  of  soil 
whncn  are  no  longer  used.  Although  it 
introduce  a  full  system  of  controlled  ti 
10  Provide  for  some  degree  of  sys 
.-o  the  previous  state  of  indiscriminate 

p r_. ,  kffcr'GS  have  also  been  made  to  at 
oil a.ciency  as  regards  collection  of  refu 
has  resr?J-  3  in  certain  minor  imurovomci 


fne  refuse  tip  has  been 
cl  control  being  introduced 
for  the  faces  of  the  tip 
has  not  been  possible  tc 
pping,  measures  have  been 
tematic  dipping  as  opposed 
dumping . 

tain  a  higher  standard  of 
■3rt  "hd  closer  supervision 


P.T.O. 


15 

4 

6 

184 

3 

19 

9 

6 

11 

257 


Notices  Issued  - 

Informal  11 

Statutory  re  Homing  2 

Statutory  under  other  Acts  Nil 

Summary  of  Defects  Remedied  - 

Rousing  Defects  Remedied  160 

Disinfections  re  Infectious  Disease  19 


SECTION  I) i  HOUSING 

(l)  In:  ?e  ;t 5. on  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year 


(a)  (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  health  or 
Housing  Acts)  120 

( 11)  Number  6f  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  184 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (.  ncluded  under 

sub-head  (a)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded,  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  o 

(ii)  Number  of  inspections  made  for-  the  purpose  5 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

sc  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

dumber  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
deferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  140 


(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year-  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices  _  _  . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-hcuses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  140 

f o )  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act  1935  - 

( i )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  wore  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

By  owners  Nil 

’?y  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

'  P.T.0. 

.!» 

fi 

1 


( 5 )  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Inspections  - 

Slaughl  er  ileus  c  s 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Bakehouses 

Housing  and  Nuisances 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  192c 

Infectious  Di ceases 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Powe: 

Mi s  c  ell ane ous 


(°)  during  ^e  Year  ( contd. ) 

(b)  Proceedings  undor  Public  Health  Acts  - 

( .!. )  Nombex  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
v**-. -m.  noi,..ues  were  served  roc niring 
defaces  to  be  remedied 

(ii;  dumber  of  dwelling-nous es  in  which  defects 

ivere  remedied  after  service  cf  formal  notices 
By  owners 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

;o)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  arid  ‘13  of  the 
Housing  Act  .1936  - 

1m vmoer  of  dwelling-- houses  in  respect  of 

,  N  _wnicn  Demolition  Orders  -were  made 

■, ii;  dumber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
■pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  "2  cf  the 
Housing  Acs  1936 

A-)  -Aumc-e.  •  Ox  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 

(ii;  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
ft  ore  uo  v e3.-m.med *  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  e 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


< 4 )  Is&Sia&AtJ .ISSfLr.. lain .S  (Over tiding'- 

■n-!  '  *»*«  «;  dwellings  ovarjrow&od  at  the 

end  of  the  year 

/Iti'  A>'1?9r  -Baiulllea  dwelling  therein 
(id:,/  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(d;  lumber  of  new  cases  of  over crowding  reported 
during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
.  s  ,  ^curing  trie  year 

(ii;  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  cf  any  oasos  in  which  dwelling-house# 
yy  af?ln  oeocme  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
•ftUL.aority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
o v e v  ct  owding  -* 

°nLSr°3?  of  overcrowding  came  to  notice  during  the 

jGB  \  €yla  a  c  a  tut  or  v  Notice  to  abate  was  served  on  the 
occupier.  The  Notice  had  not  be  or,  complied  with  at  the 
'A}°  7oa;r  and  the  case  was  being  carried  forward 
u,. urn  a  view  to  legal  proceedings  being  taken. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  vear  - 
i a  >  By  the  Council 
(b)  By  private  enterprise 

JL* _ IlgPEOTION  AND ,  SjJPKbriSION  OF  FOOD 

( a )  Milk  Supply 

CG-iseauo^w  .^V0  reSfstered  producers  cf  milk  in  the  area,  and 
consequently  no  inspections  of  farms  or  dairies  were  made. 

h retailers  are  registered.  No  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriology  examination  durirg 


Nil 

16 


P.T.O. 


( b }  Meat  and  Other  Foods 


ar'3  ^I'^ee  registered  s laught e.i?hous o s  in  the  area,  and 
none  of  these  can  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory, 
•:apy  were  s'-w .looted  to  regular  inspection  and  wore  generally 
maintained  in  a  fairly  good  condition.  ' 

"*  ’h- .  i.g.b,  •.*  nas  not  aeon  possible  no  Garry  cut  a  regular 
inspoh:  cr  a,;..:  animals  slaughtered,  there  has 'been  considerable 

^rovimeut  .*.n  respect  and  the  institution  of  a  routine  system 
.^sJCo0i?n  x®  boinS  gradually  introduced,  so  that  it  is 
i!it.iivrco..y  .doped  to  Do  able  to  carry  out  an  inspection  of  most  of 
- j",a;  -? i augur c rod  as  a  matter  of  regular  routine. 

f arcases  Inspected  and  ;0 ond pitin e d 


Number  killed  (if  known) 


Cattle 

Excluding  Sheop 

_ logy..3. tow s  Cal y c s  &  Lamb s  P j. g s 

Not  Known 


Numb  or  in  s  p  o  c  t  ed  2  0 

Ali.  •"-«  Excor.t  Tubercnl  qs  i  g 

vY hole  carcases  condemned 

var oases  o.f  which  seme  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

P or  c on i a  g o  o . .  brio  n ; mo  or 
inspected  affected  with 
di s eh so  o t ho r  t han 
tuberculosis 


6  8  32  25 


a  ’ihlltir  lhii  _CnI  1 

ft he a c  carcases  condemned 

Oar case"  _  t  which  some  part  or 
organ  ,as  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
i n s p  e c ted  a f fecte d  w i t h 

t  Lib  C P  C U'J .  C  S  .1 S 


SECTION  F:- 


-j£gh||M£h,^E  _ AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 


notifications  o.f  infectious  disease, 
-i-'jij,  were  received  by  the  Department. 


During  the  year  25 
occurring  within  the  dist' 

Thirteen  of  those  were  notifications'  oi'ihoophs^^hch  thv 

whoc-ahhShi.hihfh110 da8t  «»*«  «  thS  -yeaf  toiSg 

- 1  *  ~ 1  \°  J,1°  y-ihea exons  were  received  during  the  second 

;LGa'J  an<^  s^x  nob *-f ications  during  the  fourth  quarter 
J  9  ...  -ane"e  we??  notifications  received  during  the  third 
uhi.^  one  notification  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  first 


quart er 
of  the 
quart  er 
quart  er 


an 


A  ■ 


whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever  was  the  most: 
prevalent  infections  disease,  ton 

o*  the  town  *xc±n*  thi  year  son  ^cre^rc  be  rc/mrded 
■7- 


cases  being  notified.  The  health 

as  very 


P .  T  .  0  c 


Notifiable  Pi 3 eases  during  the  Year  1939 


Disease 


Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtlior^ia 
Who oping  Cough 
Puerperal  pyr exia 
P::'.  ormcnl  a 
Erysipelas 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 
Notified  to  Hospital 


10 

1 

13 


6 

1 


1 


btlflea  Cases  accord! ng  to  Age 

Ago  Crones 

65 


Disease 

2d: 

O 

O  — 

3J: 

4- 

5:: 

iq:: 

HD;. 

20- 

55- 

45- 

over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5 

-L 

1 

- 

1 

- 

10 

1 

Erysipelas 

... 

- 

- 

.. 

r  > 

»  . 

1 

1 

V*  ho  0  p  1  ng  C  0  u gii 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

*- 

1 

~ 

13 

Totals 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

A 

<.*•  ■■** 

O 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25 

ii.Xr.2fe3 

...-.Vi 

ssasss 

E3i!3S3 

losses 

sassa 

Tule  egM.-ruL  1;  s  is 

At  the  end  of  1958  there  were  18  eases  of  Tuberculosis  021  the 
, e a  oelng  cases  ox  pulmonary  and  3  oases  of  non ~ pulmonary 
o.s ease-  j-u.in.2:.g  the  year  5  cases  of  pulmonary  and  3  cases  of  11021-* 
pv.^.mOi.ia.ivy  tuberculosis  were  added  to  tno  Register*  There  wore  nine 
names  removed  in  the  course  of  the  year  and  on  the  51st  December  1939 

u  °aoes  p-uau/nary  and  4  cases  of  non- -pulmonary  disease  remained 
on  the  le  -is ter. 


A ge  Periods 


0  - 


cases 


Non -Respiratory 

“nsrr^TT— ^ 


5 

- 

15 

- 

1 

C., 

25 

- 

1 

tt 

35 

» 

•-.0 

4o 

- 

1 

J. 

65 

- 

1 

65 

& 

upwards 

Totals 

3 

2 

